UPTOWN HOSPITAL DISTRICT URBAN DESIGN FORUM MEETING MINUTES
The Franklin/Kaiser Building

2045 Franklin Street – The Heyer Conference Room

Denver, Colorado 80205

Tuesday, May 25, 2010

5:30pm

In attendance were: CO Brantigan, Gary Branch, Al Davis, Lynn Moore, Carla Madison, Michael Henry, Craig Supplee, and Jep Seman.
The meeting was called to order at 5:30pm.

The minutes of the combined March and April meeting were reviewed and approved. 
New Zoning Code
The current status of the new zoning code and the zoning map was considered. The glass half full was compared to the glass half empty. It is clear that many of the suggestions made by our organization were incorporated in the final code. It's clear that there is more work be done. It appears that there is no way of changing the zoning language at this point, and that the legislation will pass city Council as it is written. At the present time there appears to be some significant changes that are required for the H2 zone. There are features in the new zoning language that need to be changed both for the good of the hospitals and the good of the neighbors. It appears that a consensus will have to be reached with other campuses for filing a zoning language amendment. Some of the problems are summarized below.

40% open space

Zone lot determinations

Minimum setbacks for side interior…..

Special review for large non hospital medical uses

75’ height limit next to protected districts

Definition problems (this is why they say that a camel is a horse designed by committee of politicians)

Is this a parking lot? New definition.

Structure: Anything which is constructed or erected and the use of which requires more or less permanent location on ground or attachment to something having permanent location on ground, not, however, including wheels; an edifice or a building of any kind; any production or piece of work, artificially built up or composed of a parts and joined together in some definite manner. (Entrances not more than 2 feet above grade and vents not more than 3 feet above grade, which are features of bomb or fallout shelters, shall not be considered a structure or structural feature for purposes of setback computations)
Better:

Open Space, Publicly Accessible: Space that is clearly intended to be usable, publicly accessible, and a visual amenity, but not including parking lots or vestigial landscaped areas left over after the placement of buildings and parking on a zone lot. Publicly acces​sible open space my be publicly or privately owned, managed or maintained
PSL Report

Presbyterian St. Luke's medical Center is within two months of completion of the new children's hospital. It is expected that the building will be open to see patients on 31 August. It will be a grand opening ceremony. The medical office building is expected to be completed in early December. There will be a grand opening.

St Joseph Hospital
Many concepts are being considered as the institution struggles to determine how to build a new hospital. HAMAS has been retained to assist site planning. One of the possibilities being considered is to relocate down it to its original location. St. Joseph's Hospital brief for either at the June or July meeting.

Enterprise Hill

Benedict Fountain Park: there have been ongoing meetings with DURA. It has been suggested that we invite the parks department to present at the next meeting of the forum.

Marijuana dispensaries: the question is what can be done about this increasing nuisance. One such dispensary is located one block from the Ebert school. Carla Madison and Craig softly discussed the problems concerning licensing of these organizations, their locations and lack of adequate manpower to devote to enforcement.

Memorandum of Understanding concerning land west of Ogden: Essentially complete

Charles O. Brantigan, MD, FACS

Chairman, Hospital District Urban Design Forum
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